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Magnets were discovered by Egyptians 5‐6000 years ago. The first time when they are 
explicitely mentioned in a text is in around 700 before Christ when a chinese writer
spoke about the lodestone – ferrite, an iron oxide, or the stone that attracted iron. The 
iron was then mainly pieces of meteorites. The first compas, a directional spoon was
describe during the 1st century before Christ, it was made of iron and its magnetisation
was initially oriented by cooling it from red when oriented to the north. 


